
 

 

 

I am writing today to oppose the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission's (PFBC) recent amendment to 
Title 58, Chapter 57.8a. 

 

As declared in Rule Making Notification #255 (http://fishandboat.com/rulemakings/255finp.pdf), the PFBC 
amended Title 58, Chapter 57.8a. to allow for stocking of Class A wild trout streams. Although an 
objective set of criteria (http://fishandboat.com/rulemakings/255nprp.pdf) was originally proposed to 
determine which Class A streams could be stocked, those criteria were abandoned in the final rule 
making. Instead, PFBC voted to allow for stocking of Class A wild trout waters solely based on the 
discretion of the Board of Commissioners and the Executive Director. This is a significant and unfortunate 
change from the original public notice. Particularly troublesome is the removal of language that would 
prevent stocking trout into streams designated as wild brook trout streams, a practice which has been 
shown to decrease wild brook trout populations in the affected waters. 

 

I believe this new policy change could lead to stocking decisions that are based on politics instead of 
objective science. Without specific criteria, there is no 'framework' for discriminating which Class A waters 
could/should be stocked, and it leaves the door open for decisions to be made based on sentiment and 
opinion. If “Class A” wild trout populations represent the best of this Commonwealth’s naturally 
reproducing trout fisheries,” then they deserve careful consideration with an objective set of scientific 
criteria before taking action that could have adverse consequences on the wild trout populations they 
harbor. 

 

I strongly request the PFBC to reconsider its policy change to Title 58, Chapter 57.8a, that allows for 
stocking of Class A wild trout streams. I ask that, at a minimum, PFBC reinstate ALL criteria originally 
proposed by staff and published in the original public notice 
(http://fishandboat.com/rulemakings/255nprp.pdf) to ensure that Class A wild trout waters are properly 
evaluated prior to making a stocking decision. 
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