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News from the Spring Creek Chapter

James Ferrell Conservation Fund Established

Volume 40, Issue 2

The Chapter has established a
new conservation fund after

In This Issue

receiving a generous bequeath

from the estate of a passionate

James Ferrell
Conservation Fund

Pennsylvania fly fisherman.

Holiday Party

James Ferrell was a member of

the Pennswood West Chapter of
Trout Unlimited, but he spent

Get Involved - Volunteers
Needed

James fishing Spring Creek

many hours in our area fishing on Spring Creek. He visited
quite frequently, and was impressed by the habitat work
done by the Spring Creek Chapter. James's sister

remembers being taken to visit a number of the habitat
project sites when they visited here together.

Rock Road Project
Spring Creek Watershed
Atlas
Why do we count the
Redds?
Centre Learning School
Upcoming Meetings

Unfortunately, James

passed away in 2017. To
honor her brother his

sister donated her share
of the estate on his

behalf. We were able to

establish a new $20,000

Conservation Fund - The

Women Anglers help PFBC
Y - Trout Release Day

Our Mission
To conserve, protect
and restore
Spring Creek's
coldwater fishery
and watershed

James R. Ferrell

Conservation Project

Fund. If is to be used for stream habitat projects.
We are thankful for his passion on behalf of the wild trout
who will benefit from his bequest.

Visit the Website!

Member Meetings
Reminder
December meeting at
Boalsburg Fire Hall
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December 7, 2018
6PM to 9PM

For other months stay
tuned. Our normal
meetings are on the first
Thursday of the month,
7:30 pm with speakers on
a variety of fishing and
conservation subjects.
Calendar of Events

Board Meetings
Board meetings are open
to all members. They are
held at the State
College Comfort Suites

John Himes - New Board Member

Board of Directors

John G. Himes was born and raised in

Lynn Mitchell

Cincinnati, Ohio, but fell in love with
central Pennsylvania during annual

trips to see family in the area. John
graduated from the University of

South Carolina in 2013, and received

his J.D. from Penn State Law in 2018.

He has always been fascinated by the
beauty of the outdoors, and is
passionate about protecting

Pennsylvania's cold water fisheries from man-made

threats. In his spare time, he enjoys hiking, fly fishing, and

President
Ford Stryker
Vice President

Frances Stevenson
Secretary

Mario Carrello
Treasurer

John Himes
Jim Lanning
Jamie SanFilippo
Mark Pencak
Bob Vierck

photography.

John is coordinating the 2018 Annual Redd Count Survey

Holiday Party, December 7
This year's Holiday Party will be held December 7 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm at the
Boalsburg Fire Department, 113 E Pine St, Boalsburg, PA 16827

The Chapter will be providing food, but feel free to bring a dish to share and your
beverage as desired. More details to follow soon. We hope you'll join us!

Get Involved - Board and committee member positions
Are you interested in helping out in your community? Join our team of fly fishing

and nature enthusiasts to help protect our watershed! We are looking for volunteers
to fill many positions including:

Board of Directors (elections January 3, 2019)
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&campaign=8faeb938-1ca1-4ec1-a2b6-3d445219dc50
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Banquet Committee Volunteers (helping plan or staff the event
- as much or as little time as you can give would be greatly
appreciated!)

Outreach Coordinator(s)
Newsletter editor

Newsletter article contributors
Website maintenance

Membership Committee Chair

Public Relations Committee Chair
Don't see something that interests you? Let us know what you like to do and
we can help you find a way to volunteer!
If you are interested in joining our team please contact Chapter President Lynn
Mitchell at lynnmitch74@gmail.com.

Rock Road Project
The first sub-project resulting from the Chapter's 2017 NFWF project grant

($160,700) has been completed. The Rock Road project included constructing five
rock/log vane deflectors above the Rock Road parking lot. The total cost of this
project was $33,865. The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation contributed

$10,193, the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission contributed $18,100, G.O.
Hawbaker (in-kind) $816 and SCCTU contributed $4704.
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Spring Creek Watershed Atlas
The Spring Creek Watershed Commission and

Association have published a new website - the
Spring Creek Watershed Atlas. It includes
articles and interactive content about the

watershed. The purpose of the Atlas is as
follows:

1. Help the public understand the historic
and contemporary anthropomorphic

factors that influence the quantity and

quality of water resources in the watershed

2. Highlight the natural features of the watershed and describe their importance
to water resource

3. Describe the regulatory safeguards and educational programs that are in
place to protect water resource

4. Bolster conservation efforts that have benefited water resource

5. Suggest geographic areas and natural features that merit further investigation
and possible protection

6. Identify emerging threats that may need to be addressed
The committe is chaired by SCCTU member Bob Carline and includes our former
President Bob Vierck. Following is a link to the Atlas and direct links to several
articles:

1. Spring Creek Watershed Atlas -home page

2. The Soils of the Spring Creek Watershed - by P. Drohan and E. Ciolkosv,
Pennsylvania State University

3. New Zealand Mudsnail in Spring Creek - Robert Morgan, Aquatic Invasive
Species Ecologist, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission

4. Common Aquatic Invertebrates in the Spring Creek Watershed - Hannah L.
Stout, Independent Researcher
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5. Crayfish in Spring Creek - Robert Carline

6. Birding in the Spring Creek Watershed - Margaret Brittingham, Professor of

Wildlife Resources, Department of Ecosystem Science and Management, Penn
State University

7. Stream Habitat and Restoration (An interactive map) - Robert Vierck

Why do we count the Redds every year?
As the chapter's annual Redd count approaches a chapter member asked "Why

must we count Redds and why every year?" Here's what some experts had to say:
Dr. Robert Carline, Leader of the Pa. Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit
(retired):

"Redd counts are one of the few survey techniques we have that assess trout over
the entire stream. In contrast, electrofishing surveys look at 10% or so of the

stream. Macroinvertebrate sampling can provide broad coverage but it requires

lots of trained folks to collect and ID critters. Redd counts of the entire stream can
be done in a few days by volunteers. From my perspective, it is relatively
inexpensive way to collect a lot of useful data.

The issue of variability is an important one. It seems to me that in years when we
have below normal flows, redd counts are down. Presumably, during these years,

there is less available spawning habitat, hence, more superimposition (multiple fish
spawning at same location). In years with above average flows, counts may be
down because it is more difficult identify all redds. So, if you are doing redd

counts every 2 or 3 years and by chance you have above or below average flows in
those years, counts will be down, but the population may not be down, even
though the data may indicate a downward trend."

Jason Detar, Area Fisheries Manager, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission:
"Time series data is valuable because it can provide the opportunity to assess
trends over time. As you indicated below, redd count data could be used to

evaluate a reach to determine whether reductions or improvements in spawning

habitat, for example may be occurring. The amount of redds in a stream reach is
often related to the number of YOY the following year; and such is an important

factor in recruitment. The data must be collected consistently and accurately each
survey to be useful in analyses; data quality is more important than data quantity.
In regards to needing to do this every year, this question is best answered by

looking at the variability in the data. If there is a high amount of variability, there
may be value in continuing the annual red counts. If there is a lower amount of
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variability, the redd counts may be able to be conducted less frequently (perhaps
every other year) and still be able to detect changes over time."

The 2018 Redd Count is scheduled for November 18 starting at 10AM at the Spring
Creek Park pavillion. Contact John Himes to volunteer.

For more information about redds and the redd count value Dr. Carline has

provided "Spawning Behavior of Trout and the Utility of Redd Counts" which is
available on the SCCTU Website by clicking on the title above.

Centre Learning Community Charter School
The chapter hosted the Centre Learning Community Charter School on October 5!

The students went on a beautiful hike, identified macro-invertebrates, and learned
to fly fish!
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Upcoming General Meetings
December 7

Holiday Party at Boalsburg Fire House - 6 to 9

January 3

Lynn Mitchell, "State of the Chapter"

February 7

Nick Raftas, Wild East Outfitters, "Fishing the Lehigh River"

Bring dish and beverage to share
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March 7

Dennis Charney, "Spring Creek Patterns and Tactics"

March 23

Annual Dinner and Fundraiser - Save the date!

Meeting Location: Comfort Suites Inn, 132 Village Drive, State College, Pa 16803

Women Anglers help PFBC - "Gone Fishing"
Pa Fish and Boat, Spring Creek Women Anglers and Pennswoods West Women
Anlers groups had a blast teaching on-water fly fishing skills at the Bellefonte
Hatchery!!
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Y - Trout Release Day
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Spring Creek Chapter of Trout Unlimited, 299 Nimitz Avenue, State College, PA 16801
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