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Local Veterans Service Partnership making a difference 

  

          A group of veterans gather around several tables set up at 
Fisherman's Paradise near Bellefonte, enjoying a piece of pizza and the cool 

evening air. Some are talking, a few are engrossed in watching a fly-tying 
demonstration, while others are making plans with their stream mentors for 

the evening. Two young veterans are off to the side, meeting with a pair of 
Pennsylvania State Police troopers about a future career.   

          The Spring Creek Chapter of Trout Unlimited has been hosting area 
veterans since early July, through a program that is designed to help 

veterans learn to fly or spin-fish for trout. 
          The local effort is part of the national Trout Unlimited's Veterans 

Service Partnership - a new venture for the coldwater conservation 
organization. 

          "Trout Unlimited has embarked on a different kind of service - a 

service to the men and women who have selflessly defended our liberty," 
noted Trout Unlimited president and CEO Chris Wood. "Our reward is the 

opportunity to express our sincere thanks to those who have given so 
much."   

          Ninety-five other chapters across the United States are currently 
participating and the national organization has a lofty goal of 400 chapters 

hosting programs. The Spring Creek Chapter learned about the program 
earlier this year. 

          "We first heard about the program at the mid-Atlantic TU meeting last 
May," commented Bob Vierck, president of the Centre County-based Trout 

Unlimited chapter. "I thought that the program would be a good fit for our 
chapter, and I asked member Jim Lanning if he would head it for us. Jim is 

an Air Force veteran himself." 

          According to Lanning, the chapter has had 24 different veterans 

participate - representing all branches of the service except the Coast Guard. 

New people show up every week, and many have been back several times as 
the program continues to grow. 

          "We had choices to make when the chapter established the program," 
Lanning said. "We decided to make it as inclusive as possible, rather than 

limiting it to veterans who were wounded in combat. We are open to any 
veteran, current members of the armed services and their families." 

          The local Veterans Service Partnership provides trout fishing 
instruction, fishing equipment and personal fishing guides. Participants get a 

fishing license if needed and a year's membership in Trout Unlimited. The 
chapter also helps vets make connections with Penn State University, the 

Veterans Administration, business and industry. 



          "These people have stepped up and served our country, and now it is 

our turn to help them," Lanning said. "We owe them, and I hope that, at the 
very least, we can provide them with a little relaxation and joy. The bottom 

line is this - whatever they need, we try to get it for them." 

          Air Force officer Lt. Heather Nelson is one of several active duty 

soldiers who are learning through this program. 
          "I've fished before, but this was my first time fly fishing," Nelson 

commented between casts. "I caught one trout last time, but that wasn't 
half as exciting as the big trout that hit and then got away." 

          Nelson is stationed at Penn State University to get her master's 
degree in aerospace engineering. She is also becoming active in local 

conservation programs. 
          Army infantry veteran Carl Chindblom has become a regular who is 

very pleased with the program. 
          "This is a great opportunity to network with other vets. It is just 

awesome to meet so many people who are pro vet," Chindblom said.  "This 

program has provided me with my first-time-ever fishing - the people here 
are just full of valuable information." 

          Marine veteran Chris Kalman, who served in Afghanistan, was one of 
the young men talking with the state troopers. Kalman plans to go into law 

enforcement.          
          "This is great. I am new to the area, so this is an important 

opportunity, teaching me good places to go trout fishing," he shared. 
          Army and Marine veteran Jim Hibbert has caught trout on each of his 

spin-fishing outings. On the most recent Thursday evening, he caught more 
trout than his stream mentor. 

          Lanning is pleased with the help from local businesses, including 
FlyFishers Paradise and Otto's Pub and Brewery. 

          "I can't thank our business partners enough," Lanning said. "The 
chapter members have also really stepped up to help, providing fishing 

equipment and sharing their expertise. So far, 17 different volunteers have 

helped introduce the veterans to trout fishing.  
          "I think that our stream mentors get as much out of this as the vets 

who come to fish and work on the projects.  Our chapter gets motivated 

young people, since they are given a year’s membership to TU as part of this 

program.   Since our program also includes the families of the vets, we get 
some of the wives, husbands and children who want to learn to fish," 

Lanning added. 
          Jim Litrun, from Tyrone, is one of the stream mentors who would 

concur with Lanning. 
          "My past volunteer work has been very rewarding, but nothing 

compares to working with our military heroes," Litrun shared. "As a veteran 
myself, I understand the sacrifices these men and women endure to protect 

and preserve our freedom.  While I was fortunate to have never faced 



combat, today's military is not so lucky. Helping them forget about their 

physical and emotional scars for a few minutes is the least we can do. It is 
great to see the mixture of old and young, men and women, Vietnam vets 

and current students, having an opportunity to enjoy the outdoors together." 

          Vierck is optimistic about his chapter's program. 

          "The positive reaction for this program thus far tells me that we have 
an excellent potential for growth and helping even more veterans." 

          The Veterans Service Program meets the second and 
fourth Thursday of each month at 4:30 p.m., at Fisherman's Paradise. For 

more information about the program, contact Jim Lanning 
atjlanningVSP@springcreektu.org or 814-238-2086. 

  
Pheasants Forever Wing Ding 

          The Central Pennsylvania Chapter of Pheasants Forever is sponsoring 
an all-you-can-eat wing night  at the Old Fort American Legion 

on September 25.  Chapter President Jesse Putnam will talk about 

Pennsylvania’s Wild Pheasant Recovery Areas.  Over the last six years, 
Putnam has been trapping wild pheasants in South Dakota and Montana and 

transferring them to the four WPRAs in Pennsylvania. There will be all-you-
can eat chicken wings, raffles and prizes.  The cost is $15 per person.  Doors 

will open at 5:30 PM and the Wild Pheasant Talk will begin 
at 6:30.  Proceeds will benefit local habitat restoration.  To make a 

reservation, or for more details, e-mail Jesse at putnam80@gmail.com , or 
call him at 814-598-9789.  You can also visit: www.centralpapheasants.org . 

Special Youth Hunt Contest 

          The Fox Gap Rod and Gun Club and Pheasants Forever will hold an 
upland bird Youth Hunt at the club in Rebersburg on Saturday, October 18, 

2014.  Interested participants must be 12 to 16 years old, hold a PA hunting 
license or have completed their hunter’s education course, and write a brief 

essay on what upland bird hunting or wildlife conservation means to 
them.  Send the essay to Central PA Pheasants Forever, P.O. Box 509, 

Lemont, PA  16851.  
          Four teams of two youths each will be selected to participate in the 

Youth Hunt by members of Penn State’s Chapter of The Wildlife Society.  The 
selection will take place on October 8 and winners will be notified by 

phone.  Winners will receive a guided upland bird hunt and lunch.  For 

details, e-mail Chuck McCole at cvm5196@psu.edu or visit the website 
at www.centralpapheasants.org.  
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