12/21/2015

Constant Contact : Emails : Customize Your Campaign

News from the Spring Creek Chapter
of Trout Unlimited

Chapter Treasurer Retires
Our thanks go out to Rick Van Horn
for eightyears of service as the Chapter's
Treasurer. Rick is retiring as treasurer, but
we're happy to say that he is remaining on
the board. Rick has always been active in
conservation projects and an essential part
of our annual banquet.
Mario Carrello has accepted the position
of Chapter Treasurer and was unanimously
voted in to assume an empty seat on the
board and as Treasurer. Mario is our
Site Steward for Fishermans Paradise, active
in conservation projects and a VSP member.
He will run for a full board term at the
January Annual Meeting.

Annual Meeting and Board of Director Elections
The Chapter's annual meeting and Elections to the Board of
Director will be held January 7th, 2016 at 7:30pm.
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Our Mission
To conserve, protect
and restore
Spring Creek's
coldwater fishery
and watershed

The meeting will begin with President Bob Vierck's
presentation on the Chapter's accomplishments in the past
year and what's coming up in 2016
Visit the Website!

There are currently two board positions open. Mario Carrello
is nominated to a full term after accepting nomination to fill a
vacant position and assume the Treasurers role.
If you are interested in running for a Board position please
contact Bob Vierck at: pres@springcreektu.org. In addition,
nominations can be made at the meeting from the floor.

Spring Creek Redd Count a Success

Member Meetings
Join us the first Thursday
of the month, 7:30 pm,
to hear speakers on a
variety of fishing and
conservation subjects.
Calendar of Events

Board Meetings
Board meetings are open
to all members. They are
held at the State
College Comfort Suites
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A cold November day didn't
stop over 50 volunteers from
coming out for our latest Redd
Count. The overwhelming
response allowed us to expand
the original survey area to
include the entire length of
Spring Creek plus part of Slab
Cabin Run. In addition to
recording spawning sites
volunteers noted areas of bank
erosion. The extra information
will be valuable in planning our
future stream and riparian
habitat projects. We are hoping
the project will become an
annual event to help evaluate
the health of Spring Creek's
trout.

Meeting Schedule
Board of Directors
Bob Vierck
President

Paula Sowers
Vice President

Scott Brumbaugh
Secretary

Mario Carrello
Treasurer

Thank you to all the chapter
members and volunteers from
the US Fish and Wildlife
Service, PA Fish and Boat Commission and the Little Juniata
River Association who made the project possible. A special
thanks to Joe Boston, Bob Carline Bob Vierck, and Paula
Sowers for the planning, organizing, instructions and for
feeding the volunteers.

David Dudukovich
Jim Lanning
Jim George
Lynn Mitchell
Mark Pencak
Judi Sittler
Rick Van Horn
Ed Zweig

The article below, Sex Outside the City, by Bob Carline
gives more information on trout spawning. Enjoy!
This fall from Boalsburg to Milesburg more than 5,000 couples will
reproduce outdoors and no one will notice. Why? Because it will all
take place underwater in the solitude of Spring Creek.
Fall is the time when our native brook trout and the introduced brown
trout carry out their annual ritual of reproduction. Brook trout will
spawn in the small headwaters of Spring Creek, while brown trout will
deposit millions of eggs over more than 20 miles of the main stem...
Read More

Fish habitat installed during Bellefonte Flood Wall project
New fish habitat and stream improvement
structures were installed in Spring
Creek between the High and Lamb Street
bridges as part of the Bellefonte Waterfront
Project. SCCTU played an integral part in
assuring the installation of habitat as part of
this project during the design and permit
stage.
Phase one, construction of the flood wall and
pedestrian walkway, allowed onetime access
to the stream. Flood wall designers included
an underwater overhang along sections of the wall base and four diverters were
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/create?copyUid=1121563323450
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installed. Boulders will be added to the stream in the spring.
We knew the project was in good hands
when local contractor Glenn O. Hawbaker was
awarded the work. GOH has partnered with
SCCTU on projects as far back as 1977. The
firm and it's employees are very familiar with
stream restoration work. The deflector
installation was completed hours before the
October 1 deadline for in stream
work. SCCTU's Joe Boston and Bob Vierck
were on site the last day for help with log
placement and last minute help finding logs
the correct size for the installation.

Get Involved!
Our chapter is known locally, and by State and National TU, for successful projects and
programs. What's our secret? Hard work, great people and lots of laughs along the
way. We've heard rumors that the pizza and brownies help too.
You can make a difference by donating whatever time you can spare. Volunteer needs
range from working outside on conservation projects to public relations and planning
events. There are one time events or get involved in a longer term project.
Interested in volunteering? Email us at: Volunteer or see our website: Spring Creek TU
Banquet Committee  Immediate Need!
Find event sponsors, procure auction items
Man the event
Publicity
Public Relations Committee  Immediate need!
Newsletter  write articles, editing
Take pictures at events and projects
Press releases
Website
Conservation Committee / Stewardship Program
Maintain riparian planting sites.
New stream and riparian planting projects
Outreach Committee
Volunteer at or help organize events
Teach casting, fly tying, insect identification,
conservation, etc. at events.
Veterans Service Program
Volunteer streamside to teach fly fishing
Join VSP members volunteering at other community and veterans events.
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Distillery Improvement Project Completed
SCCTU and the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission partnered to install six instream multi 
log vane deflectors and multiple brush deflectors on a
silt laden half mile section of Spring Creek. The
project's goal was to create a redd friendly area for
the spawning trout and to reduce stream bank
erosion.
The rechanneling created by the deflectors
immediately changed the flow significantly. This
willresult in reducing the silt and sediment deposits
which keep trout from creating their redds. The
banks are stabilized and new fish habitat was c reate
d by the both the log and brush deflectors located on
the opposite bank.
The project was a true partnership between SCCTU
and PAFB. The final portion of SCCTU's 2012 National
Fish and Wildlife Federation grant funded the
material purchases while PAFB provided the design,
management, equipment and labor. Additional help
was provided by our friends at the Glenn O.
Hawbaker. The "Distillery" is located between Route
550 and Fishermans Paradise on the site of the
1870's Beezer Distillery.
The pictures show one area of eroded stream bank
before construction, PAFB hard at work and the final
product.

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
We have a great lineup of speakers for 2016. Join us the first Thursday of each month,
7:30pm, at the Comfort Suites Inn, 132 Village Drive, State College, Pa 16803
January 7:

SCCTU President Bob Vierck
State of the Chapter, the year in review
Annual meeting and Board of Directors elections.

January 10:

Veterans Service Program winter fly tying program begins

February 4:

Penn State Fly Tying Club

February 28:

The Colonial Angler

March 3:

Ann Donovan, Watershed Specialist, Centre County Conservation
District

April 7:

Kevin Compton from Performance Flies

April 16:

43rd Annual Dinner and FUNraiser

May 5:

Greg Hoover, A Flyfisher's Entomology: Some Conversations I've
Overheard at Fly Shops Across the US

June 11:

SCCTU's National Get Outdoors Day community picnic and fishing
event. More details to come.
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